
Meet four remarkable – and overlooked – 
female leaders: 
Frances Perkins (1880-1965)
Hallie Flanagan (1890-1969)
Madeleine Parent (1918-2012)
and Viola Desmond (1914-1965). 

Noted for important contributions in numerous fields, 
these women are unmentioned in management and 
organizational history. Discover their pasts and the 
important lessons they have to offer us today.

Kristin S. Williams, Ph.D., is the Managing Director 
and Principal Researcher at Prudentia Institute: Youth 
Knowledge Exchange. She is also the Historian in 
Residence with the Faculty of Management at Dalhousie 
University.
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